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Athena was the patroness of handicrafts; Ares the lord of war,
and'Apollo of healing. What therefore is specially to be noted
is that the Greeks' notion of the gods was not vague and
mysterious, but reasonable and clear-cut. Olympus, so to speak,
was highly organized; and this sense of system was typical of
the race. They liked to see everything well ordered, and they
applied their minds, as few peoples have ever done, to the mani-
fold problems of life. So? hot blooded and passionate as they
were, they did not let their feelings run away with them. They
sought to curb and direct them by the guiding restraints of
reason. Above all, they disliked excess; and, if one were to
choose any one of their many proverbs as peculiarly suitable
for their national motto, it would be the two words inscribed
over Apollo's shrine at Delphi—Meden agan, 'Nothing too
much'. On that principle their whole civilization was based.
But the Greeks had far to travel before they reached full
civilization. For about noo the Heroic Age, of which we have
been speaking, came abruptly to an end. In the wake of the
Achaeans came other migratory tribes of Greek-speaking peoples.
They were called/the Dorians and, unlike their Achaean pre-
decessors, they were too rough and barbarous to appreciate the *
culture which they found in the lands they conquered. They
sacked the lordly palaces of Tiryns and Mycenae. All the arts
and riches laboriously built up through many centuries were
thus suddenly swept away; and a Dark Age followed. But the
germ of the Greek genius was working. Order was at last
evolved out of chaos; and after four or five centuries of semi-
barbarism a new and even more brilliant culture was to blossom
forth among the city-states of what we call historic Greece.

